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progressive christian ideas worth sharing




Progressive in approach:
Christ-like in action!
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David Steindl-Rast reminds us that, “religions start
from mysticism. There is no other way to start a
religion.”

Steindl-Rast compares this mystical experience
“to a volcano that gushes forth...and then...the
magma flows down the sides of the mountain and
cools off. And when it reaches the bottom, it’s just
rocks.

You’d never guess that there was fire in it. So after
a couple of hundred years, or two thousand years
or more, what was once alive is dead

rock. Doctrine becomes doctrinaire.

Morals become moralistic. Ritual becomes
ritualistic. What do we do with it? We have to push
through the crust and go to the fire that’s within it.”




Progressive Christianity
and the CHURCH?

Moving beyond organized religion
to become an organizing religion.

Learning together
to be LOVE in the world!

Organizing for justice & the
common good.



“original sin”

“atonement’”

“jealous, vengeful deity who
must be placated”



Progressive Christianity
and the CHURCH?

Moving beyond organized religion
to become an organizing religion.

Learning together
to be LOVE in the world!

Organizing for justice & the
common good.



Jesus of Nazareth lived so fully, loved
with such abandon that his
contemporaries were able to see the
divine in him represents a giant leap
forward in our human development.




Where humanity was obsessed with its own
survival and individual human beings could
not see beyond their own needs, Jesus steps
into the human consciousness and embodies
a new way of being in the world, a way of
loving that enables Jesus to see beyond his
owh survival to risk loving so deeply that
injustice perpetrated on the lest of
humanity, cannot be ighored but must be
resisted, a way of loving that enables Jesus
to have the courage to resist injustice not
with violence but with love, even if the very
act of love might get him killed.




A way of loving that inspired in Jesus such
tenderness for those he loved that he was
willing to give his life, his whole being to that
love.

A way of loving that enabled Jesus not to flee
from the wolves that threatened those he
loved, but to resist the temptation to seek only
his own survival, to step in and stand up to the
forces of evil and injustice.

A way of being human that understood the
consequences of loving fully and deeply and
trusted that the love itself could not die.

A way of being human that lives on in the love
we continue to share with one another.




Jesus of Nazareth’s life and death have the power
to call us into a hew way of being human, a way of
loving that no amount of injustice can destroy; a
love that will never die.

Jesus was a giant leap forward in human evolution
and the power of the LOVE which Jesus embodied
is, was, and ever more shall be holy, sacred, divine;
a LOVE that continues to live in, with, through and

beyond all those who embody the love that Jesus
embodied.




You will know the power of Jesus followers in the LOVE,
that we embody; a LOVE beyond our abilities to
comprehend, a love that lies at the very heart of all that is
and ever shall be. A LOVE that continues to call us to live
more fully and deeply into the wonders of our humanity. A
love that has the power to transform our baggage into life-
giving compassion for one another. A LOVE that reveals the
power, grace, and immensity of the One in whom we live
and breathe and have our being. A LOVE that made the
gospel-storytellers think of a Good Shepherd who loved so
deeply and lived so fully that her own survival was assured
by that LOVE and so she was free to give her life to LOVE;
never abandoning her beloved even in the face of great
danger. A LOVE that even death cannot overcome. A LOVE
that lives, in, with, through and beyond us. A LOVE that is,
was, and ever more shall be Holy, Divine, Life-giving.
Interpretations will come and go, but LOVE will live Beyond
the beyond and Beyond that also.




recovering the passion, the fire of Jesus

being LOVE
justice is what LOVE looks like in public
organizing for justice
organizing for the common good

LOVE is the Way




Can the Church become a
school of LOVE?

Can the Church teach us to be
great LOVERS!?

learning together
to be LOVE in the world!?




learning together
to LOVE ourselves
to LOVE one another
to LOVE the world
to LOVE creation
to LOVE God




what if churches became
schools of LOVE?

learning to become
the most LOVING
version of ourselves




