First Reading:

Matthew 1:18-23

This is how the birth of Jesus came about. When Jesus’ mother, Mary, was
engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be
pregnant through the Holy Spirit. Joseph, her husband, an upright person
unwilling to disgrace her, decided to divorce her quietly. This was Joseph’s
intention when suddenly the angel of God appeared in a dream and said,
“Joseph, heir to the House of David, don’t be afraid to wed Mary; it is by the
Holy Spirit that she has conceived this child. She is to have a son, and you
are to name him Jesus—‘Salvation’—because he will save the people from
their sins.”
All this happened to fulfill what God has said through the prophet: “The
virgin will be with child and give birth, and the child will be named
Immanuel” -- a name that means “God is with us.”
When Joseph awoke, he did as the angel of God had directed, and they
went ahead with the marriage.
He did not have intercourse with her until she had given birth;
Second Reading:

The Qur’an – Surat al-Imran 3:42-48

Behold! the angels said: “O Mary! God hath chosen thee and purified thee chosen thee
above the women of all nations. “O Mary! worship Thy Lord devoutly: Prostrate thyself,
and bow down [in prayer] with those who bow down.” This is part of the tidings of the
things unseen, which We reveal unto thee [O Messenger!] by inspiration: Thou wast not
with them when they cast lots with arrows, as to which of them should be charged with
the care of Mary: Nor wast thou with them when they disputed [the point]. Behold! the
angels said: “O Mary! God giveth thee glad tidings of a Word from Him: his name will be
Christ Jesus, the son of Mary, held in honour in this world and the Hereafter and of [the
company of] those nearest to God; “He shall speak to the people in childhood and in
maturity. And he shall be [of the company] of the righteous.” She said: “O my Lord! How
shall I have a son when no man hath touched me?” He said: “Even so: God createth
what He willeth: When He hath decreed a plan, He but saith to it, ‘Be,’ and it is! “And
God will teach him the Book and Wisdom, the Law and the Gospel, and [appoint him] a
messenger to the Children of Israel.

Gospel

Luke 1:26-38

The angel Gabriel was sent from God to a town in Galilee called Nazareth, to a young
woman named Mary; she was engaged to a man named Joseph, of the house of David.
Upon arriving, the angel said to Mary, “Rejoice, highly favoured one! God is with you!
Blessed are you among women!”
Mary was deeply troubled by these words and wondered what the angel’s greeting
meant.
The angel went on to say to her, “Don’t be afraid, Mary. You have found favour with
God. You shall conceive and bear a son, and give him the name Jesus—“Deliverance.”
His dignity will be great, and he will be called the Only Begotten of God. God will give
Jesus the judgement seat of David, his ancestor, to rul over the house of Jacob forever,
and his reign will never end.”
Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I have never been with a man?”
The angel answered he, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most
High will overshadow you—hence the offspring to be born will be called the Holy One of
God.
Know too that Elizabeth, your kinswoman, has conceived a child in her old age; she
who was thought to be infertile is now in her sixth month. Nothing is impossible with
God.”
Mary said, “I am the servant of God. Let it be done to me as you say.”
With that, the angel left her.

